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BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342
Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@frontiernet.net
Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org

Pastor: Rev. James Raisanen

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN  320-684-2846
Patti Honnold, RN CNP 320-676-8421
Kathy Berland RN ANP 320-495-3988
Prayer Chain Contacts Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Judy Forester 218-678-2667
Church Secretary: Mary Braun & Mary Kramer

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation

MISSION STATEMENT

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.

Hearing Assistance is available during the service.
Please notify usher if you would like assistance

Sunday, May 15, 2016
Day of Pentecost

INTRODUCTION
Pentecost is a day of promises fulfilled. The promised Spirit of God is poured out. The baptized have become “children of God” and “joint heirs with Christ.” By the power of the Spirit we have seen the face of the Father in his only begotten Son and been saved by him. Bless the Lord, O my soul.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN:	             “Good Good Father”	

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
	



All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of God.

Silence is kept for reflection

God of grace and glory,
you have brought us through the night of sin into the light of Jesus’ resurrection.  Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin.  Make us alive in Christ, O God.  Make us new as you make all things new.  Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and restore us to living in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne!  The light of the risen Christ puts to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, casts out hate, brings peace, and humbles earthly pride.  Jesus Christ loves you and ☩ frees you from your sins by his blood.  To him be glory and dominion forever and ever!
Amen.


PRAYER OF THE DAY
God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the peoples of earth. By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our lives for service and our tongues for praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM:      	         “Jesus Messiah”	

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples they would be filled with the Holy Spirit. Now, surrounded by signs of fire, wind, and a variety of languages in their midst, the people were amazed and astonished at Jesus’ promise coming true.

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”

Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)

 24How manifold are your works, O LORD!
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, living things both small and great.
 26There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
 27All of them look to you to give them their food in due season. R
 28You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
 29When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the face of the earth.
 31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; O LORD, rejoice in all your works. R
 32You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and they smoke.
 33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being.
 34May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the LORD.
 35bBless the LORD, O my soul. Hallelujah! R

Gospel: John 14:8-17
Though the disciples struggle with Jesus’ nature and identity, they receive the promise that they too will be identified with God and God’s mission. Though he must leave them now, Jesus promises the coming of the Advocate whom God will send to comfort and enlighten them.
8Philip said to [Jesus,] “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.
  15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. [

SERMON HYMN    	                 “Morning Has Broken” 	       		      #556 ELW

SERMON: 	     “Spirit”

OFFERTORY HYMN:	          “This Is My Father’s World”                    #824 ELW    

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.  Day by day you shower us with blessings.  As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
Rooted in the abundant life and love of Christ Jesus, we pray for the life of the church, the lives of people in need, and the life of all creation.  

A brief silence.  

O God, move among your people and send forth your Spirit to make your church a holy place where people find welcome, Christ’s compassion, and new life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send forth your Spirit to renew the earth in the wake of storms, earthquakes, or human misuse. Breathe life into every mountain and valley, stream and ocean (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send forth your Spirit to unite all nations in caring for those who are vulnerable or in need. Help us to put aside our differences and to seek your will. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send forth your Spirit to aid people in distress (especially). Sweep them up in the movement of your Spirit, and fulfill your everlasting promises for all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send forth your Spirit to knock down barriers that prevent people from receiving your good news. Guide interpreters and cultural ambassadors who open lines of communication. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Send forth your Spirit to unite us with the saints of every time and place. By the gifts of your Spirit, rouse us to deeds of mercy and words of kindness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We deliver all this into your care, O God, trusting in the work of your Holy Spirit to bring all things into the risen life of Christ our Lord.
Amen.

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us, bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal.  Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning and pain, seek the healing of the nations, and bring to earth the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

BLESSING
The blessing of the Lord God Almighty, the blessing of ☩ Christ, the Lamb who was slain, and the blessing of the Holy Spirit of truth be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Alleluia. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

CLOSING HYMN:                         “Holy Spirit”

It has been great having you join us for worship! Please come again. 

Response to God’s Word Last Week
Attendance: Sunday, April 24:     8:30am    108   .8110:00am:   34  .


THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK
Music:  	Choir
Greeters:	Carol Schlottman & Bruce Gengrich
Ushers:	8:30-George & Kathy Larson   10:00-Ron & JoAnn Haglund
Lector:	Sue Samuelson 
Communion Servers: Bev & Wally Swenson, Bev Ferdelman
Hospitality Hosts:	Jeannie Bruesewitz, Dick & Sandy Pullen

Thank you for your service!


THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA                                                              May 16 – May 22
Monday 	5/16	1:00 pm	  Double Deck Pinochle
		9:00 am	   Women’s Devotion – at Pat Becker’s	
		7:00 pm	  AA/Alanon

Tuesday	5/17	7:30-10:30 am 	  Pastor Text Study
		9:00-12:00	  Crafters
		10:00 am	  Hwy 47 Clean Up
		2:00-4:00	  4H
		5:30 pm	  Council Meeting

Wednesday 	5/18	8:00-12:00	  WIC
		8:30 am	  Bible Study
			9:30 am	  Stitchers
			6:00 pm               Choir Practice 
				7:00 pm   	  Praise Team

Thursday	5/19	8:00 am	  Romeos
		10:00 am	  Altar Care
		12:30 pm	  Fun Timers
		6:00 pm	  Bell Choir Practice-Anyone interested is welcomed.	

Friday 	5/20	10:00 am   	  Bones

THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA    (continued)                                           May 16 – May 22
Sunday	5/22	8:30 am	  Worship
		10:00 am	  Worship

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ATTENDANCE REGISTRY Please sign and pass the attendance registry which you will find in the pew.

ALTAR CARE There will be a meeting for Altar Care this Thursday at 10:00 am.

AITKIN COUNTY TRIAD Invites you to a FREE Program and Lunch.  Tuesday, May 17, 2016, 11:00am at Aitkin American Legion Post – “Help for Planning your Funeral”. Jerry Thompson from Sorensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home will be the speaker. Reservations for free lunch required: call Sandy Liepins at 218-768-3355 or email: liepins@frontiernet.net 
Or call Ginny Eksrand 218-752-1111 or email: ekstrand@frontier.com

NEW MEMBERS will be received the last Sunday of May.  Please let Pastor Jim know if that is something you are interested in.

THRIVENT has made us aware that there is $250 available to every event Bethesda sponsors but we need to identify who are members of Thrivent.  Please let the church office know if you are a member and we will assist you in applying for these funds.

BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS Attention Committee chairs: Please have next year’s budget recommendations to Stewardship by Friday, June 10th.  If you have questions talk to Pat Becker.

POWERFUL TOOLS FOR CAREGIVERS – Learn to thrive and not just survive.
You call it “reminding my husband to take his pills.”  We call it Caregiving.
You call it “taking Mom to medical appointments.”  We call it Caregiving.
You call it “helping family understand my wife’s memory loss.” We call it Caregiving.

Are you taking care of yourself while taking care of someone else? This is a 6 week class designed to help caregivers take care of themselves while caring for a relative or friend. Develop self-care tools to reduce stress, communicate needs effectively in challenging situations, deal with emotions and make care giving decisions.   Classes begin May 19- June 23 at 1:30 PM at The Birch Center, 20 Third St, Aitkin.  Call 218-927-1383 or 877-810-7776 to register and/or to get more details. 

HIGHWAY CLEANUP Volunteers are needed for highway 47 cleanup. We got rained out last Tuesday so meet at the church at 10:00 AM this Tuesday, May 17th. Bags provided.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST The Wealthwood Rod & Gun Club will be serving breakfast today from 8:00am-1:00pm. Pancakes, French Toast, Egg Bake, Sausage, Juice, Coffee and Rollie’s famous Maple Syrup.  Half the proceeds will go to the Garrison Fire and Rescue department.
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