Sunday, February 5, 2017
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
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Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@frontiernet.net
Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org

Pastor: Rev. Terry Frovik
(Cell) 507-213-9961
(Home) 218-963-6140
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Kathy Berland RN ANP 320-495-3988
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Church Secretary: Mary Braun & Jenny Schuett

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation
MISSION STATEMENT

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.

Hearing Assistance is available during the service.
Please notify usher if you would like assistance




Sunday, February 5§, 2017

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

INTRODUCTION

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we
loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the
dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his
followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent
into the world to shine with the light of Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN: “A Mighty Fortress” #504 ELW

(Please rise for the singing of the last verse)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends light
to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
Loving God,
we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not
spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those
we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others;
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give
us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your children. Amen.

Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed up,
God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved
children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of -+ Jesus
Christ our Savior.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you.
By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and
power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Please be seated

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the
ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute
for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering
the homeless, and clothing the naked.

‘Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my
people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. “Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and
did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they
delight to draw near to God. “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble
ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
and oppress all your workers. ‘Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike
with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.
’Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a
bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to
the LORD?

°Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? ’Is it not to share your bread
with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to
cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? “Then your light shall break
forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go
before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. “Then you shall call, and the
LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.

[ "’If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of
evil, "if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your
light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. ''"The LORD will
guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones
strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never
fail. "“Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many
generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.]
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks Be to God

Psalm: Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
Light shines in the darkness for the upright. (Ps. 112:4)

‘Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great delight in God’s
commandments!

“Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the
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upright will be blessed.

"Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever.
‘Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful

and full of compassion.
"It 1s good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice.

‘For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting
remembrance.

"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.

"Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire

upon their enemies.
"They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they
will hold up their head with honor.

"The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine
away; the desires of the wicked will perish.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom,
Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual
maturity involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross.

'When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of
God to you in lofty words or wisdom. ‘For I decided to know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. ‘And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling. ‘My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom,
but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, ‘so that your faith might rest not on
human wisdom but on the power of God.

°Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or
of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. '‘But we speak God’s wisdom, secret
and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. “None of the rulers of this
age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. "But,
as it 1s written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”— "“these things God has revealed to us
through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. ''For what
human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also
no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. "Now we have
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [And we speak of these things in words not
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those
who are spiritual.



“Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually
discerned. "Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to
no one else’s scrutiny.

““For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the
mind of Christ. ]
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks Be to God
Please rise for the Reading of the Gospel

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20
Glory to you, O Lord

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth
and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments.

[Jesus said:] "“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled
under foot.

“““You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. "No one after
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to
all in the house. "“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

7“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to
abolish but to fulfill. "“For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.
“Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others
to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. “’For I tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Please be Seated

SERMON: “Free to be Light and Salt and Hope!”
Please Stand for the Hymn of the Day
HYMN OF THE DAY: “This Little Light of Mine” #677 ELW

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing.

A brief silence

Eternal God, you are one-in-three and three-in-one. Strengthen the ministry of the World
Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. Solidify ecumenical
partnerships as they work to break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send relief where storms and floods overwhelm. Provide shelter and safe habitat for all
creatures. Protect seeds and bulbs for the spring and fall harvest. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ignite the nations with the flame of your justice. Enlighten the leaders of the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank with your wisdom; guide government officials to
seek economic justice in their communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort the afflicted, compassionate God. Accompany all who wait on death row.
Reconcile families torn apart by crime or addiction. Heal the brokenhearted, the newly
diagnosed, and all who suffer (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Fill those who form the faith of others with insight and energy. Multiply the fruit of their
labor. Grow disciples eager to feast on your living word and embody it each day. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We thank you for all the saints who dared to shine with the light of Christ (especially the
martyrs of Japan). Compel us to shine freely and witness to your abundant grace each
day. Hear us, O God.



Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who 1s one with you
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated

Ushers will begin passing the offering plate. Please rise as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the
light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for
us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD'S PRAYER
COMMUNION - Distribution by intinction.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with
heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today,
tomorrow, every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love and
sing your praise both now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path;

and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the 1+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you always.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: “On Our Way Rejoicing” #537 ELW

DISMISSAL
Go 1n peace. Be the light of Christ.

Thanks be to God.



Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship! Please come again.
THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK

Digital Organ Operator: Paula Spetz

Ushers: Nancy Hansen, Shirley Moe

Greeters: Chuck & Elsa Carlson

Lector:  Kathy Carlson

Hospitality Hosts: Wayne & Janice Olson, Dennis & Audrey Bistodeau

Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week:

Sunday, January 29™: 9:00am: 80

THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA February 6 thru February 12
Monday 2/6 1:00 pm Double Deck Pinochle
7:00 pm AA/Alanon
Tuesday 2/7 10-noon Pastor Text Study
Wednesday 2/8 8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Stitchers
6:00 pm Praise Team
6:00 pm Catechism
Thursday 2/9 8:00 am Romeos
12:30 pm Funtimers
Friday 2/10 10:00 am Bones
Saturday 2/11 10:00 am Digital Organ Operators Training
Sunday 2/12 9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Luther and the Reformation Movie Viewing
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ATTENDANCE REGISTRY Please sign and pass the new attendance registry folders which you

will find in the pew.

SCANDINAVIAN TOUR A 12 day tour to Scandinavia is being offered by Pastor Paul Andell May
21-June 2, 2017 leaving from Minneapolis. The trip includes Iceland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark.
For more information call Pastor Paul at 218-927-2398 or 218-429-1502. He needs to know if you are
interested by February 23, 2017. Pastor Paul is a pastor at Morningside Lutheran Church in Sioux
City, IA and a group from there is going.

PRAYER AND CARE CONCERNS
* Lyn Haas, Onamia Hospital

Please call Pastor Terry or the church office secretaries if you need Holy Communion brought to
you at your home or in any Health Care Facility. Between our Pastor and Parish Nurses we will
gladly visit those in need as soon as possible.

VIEWING PARTY Next Sunday, February 12th after service watch a one hour movie on “Luther
and the Reformation”. There will be coffee, juice, rolls and donuts that morning. All are welcome!
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ELCA Presiding Bishop addresses President Trump’s refugee executive order. A copy of this is
available in the Narthex. Pick one up on your way out today.




